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City of Kingston
Planning Department
PO Box 1000
Mentone
Vic 3194

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Proposed Bay Trail Charman Road to Mentone Lifesaving Club

[bookmark: _GoBack]Port Phillip Conservation Council Inc. is a federation of fourteen conservation groups around Port Phillip Bay, whose major focus is on the preservation and rehabilitation of our unique coastal areas. We have developed a range of policies underpinning these aims. See www.ppcc.org.au. As such we wish to object to the proposed alignment of the Bay Trail, especially adjacent to the Mentone Lifesaving Club. 
Some of our member groups worked with Council to achieve the preferred back of kerb option and welcomed the announcement in February 2013 that it had decided to adopt the same model as adjoining Bayside City Council. However, the plans that Kingston Council has released show that whilst the majority of the bicycle path would be back of kerb, as per BCC’s section, the section adjacent to Mentone Lifesaving Club will continue to cater for sporadic car parking on what is currently the gravel verge. This would mean the proposed bicycle path would intrude further into the important and dwindling foreshore vegetation. By not using the gravel verge as part of the bicycle path, this would effectively widen Beach Rd even further, and 1500 m2 of foreshore reserve would be lost forever under concrete.  
Inexplicably, KCC released only one design option, despite advice in October 2010 from then DSE (now DEPI) that it should prepare two options for public consideration. The released option appears to deliberately cater for a strip of sporadic and highly seasonal parking, taking a wider strip of the adjacent important Coastal Heathland Scrub habitat. It can only be interpreted that KCC is attempting to meet the demands of a handful of Mentone LSC members, and is prepared to diminish the ecological and amenity of the coastline as it is currently enjoyed by hundreds of thousands of Victorians.       
PPCC supports the design proposed in Option 2, which was not released for public consultation, and which is supported by our member group Mordialloc Beaumaris Conservation League and many other local residents. Option 2 entails reducing the lane width south of Mundy St. to Vic Roads standard, as is the case in BCC’s section, and making use of the gravel verge for the Bay Trail. Rather than an illogical change in road and parking conditions between BCC and KCC sections of Beach Rd, Option 2 is a much more equitable and safer solution.
We trust Council will address the matter of incomplete information being released to the public, and allow further time for a proper period of public consultation once both options have been released.
Yours sincerely
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Len Warfe
President
PPCC Inc.
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