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UNDERSTANDING COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER PERCEPTIONS OF AQUACULTURE

Interview Schedule (Community, related industries)

Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed for this BRS/AFFA and DPI Fisheries research project on perceptions of aquaculture.  The objective of this project is to build important knowledge about how all the stakeholders, including communities, agencies, industries and specialist value marine and coastal aquaculture.  

Aquaculture is a rapidly growing industry facing the challenge of accessing and developing marine and coastal resources that are shared between a variety of stakeholders.  

This research will underpin the ecologically sustainable development of aquaculture by helping government, stakeholders and communities to:  

· Understand the range of different perspectives held about aquaculture;

· Develop policies and programs that are responsive to a wide range of interests;

· Improve participation, consultation and communication processes. 

You are being contacted as someone who has a special expertise and/or interest in aquaculture development, planning and/or management.  We are contacting a range of people to ask them about: 

· key policy/management issue(s) for aquaculture

· appropriate roles/ responsibilities for different parties involved

· ecologically sustainable development

· building trust in decision-making

· methods for working with different interest groups

· environmental stewardship and aquaculture

This interview should take about 45 minutes. Most of the questions are open-ended ones that you can answer in your own words. Your answers to the questions will be kept strictly confidential and in reporting results, we will not associate names with particular responses. Only aggregated results will be reported. Upon your request, we can supply you with the notes taken during your interview and demonstrate how they will be incorporated into the research findings.

1.  What do you value most about the Geelong/Port Phillip Bay region? Why? (e.g. what about the Region is most important to you?)

2. Your experience with aquaculture

a. What is the nature of your involvement with aquaculture?

b. How did you come to be interested/involved in aquaculture?

c. How long have you been interested/involved in aquaculture? 

( Less than 6 months

( 6 months – 1 year

(  more than 1 year but less than 2 years

( more than 2 years but less than 5 years

( 5 years or more

( Other (e.g. sporadic involvement) _________________

d. Which sectors of Victorian aquaculture are you most interested in/involved with

Inland aquaculture




(  Salmonids


(  Eels & warm water native fish

Marine aquaculture

(  Mussels


(  Abalone



(  Others??


(  Others??

Ornamental fish

( Goldfish, tropical fish


e. Which sectors do you have the most knowledge about?

Inland aquaculture




(  Salmonids


(  Eels & warm water native fish

Marine aquaculture

(  Mussels


(  Abalone



(  Others??


(  Others??

Ornamental fish

( Goldfish, tropical fish


f. How do you contribute to decision-making about aquaculture in the State/Region?

( serve on a committee


( attend public meetings

( make written submissions to govt

( respond to surveys

( involvement in stakeholder/community reference group

( attend workshops



( other (please specify) _________________

g. Given your contribution, how would you rate your level of influence on aquaculture decision-making in the State/Region? (On a scale from 1-5, where 1 = very low and 5 = very high) 

How satisfied are you with that level of influence?

1
2
3
4
5

3. What do you value most about aquaculture? Why? (e.g. What about aquaculture is most important to you?)
4. What do you think are the key problems associated with aquaculture? 

a. Are these problems related/unique to certain types/sectors of aquaculture?

5.  What steps might be taken to alleviate those problems?

6. Who should be involved in those solutions and what should they do?

a. what might be some difficulties with fulfilling those roles & responsibilities?

7. What does ‘ecologically sustainable development’ mean to you? 

a. What do you take into account in assessing the long-term sustainability of aquaculture?

b. Are there limits to its growth/development in your region?

8. On a scale from 1 – 5 (1 = very low, 5 = very high), please rate your level of confidence/respect/trust that government is making good decisions about aquaculture:

a. Federal government

Very Low

1
2
3
4
Very High

5
Don’t know

Reasons for your rating? 

b. Victorian State government

Very Low

1
2
3
4
Very High

5
Don’t know

Reasons for your rating? 

c. Local government (Geelong/other municipality)

Very Low

1
2
3
4
Very High

5
Don’t know

Reasons for your rating? 

9. On a scale from 1 – 5 (1 = very low, 5 = very high), please rate your level of confidence/respect/trust that the aquaculture industry (the sector(s) you rated as having the most knowledge about) uses good environmental management practices? 

Very Low

1
2
3
4
Very High

5
Don’t know

Reasons for your rating? 

10. What are some ways to encourage good environmental practices in the aquaculture industry in your region? (please specify which aquaculture sector(s) you are referring to)

a. What lengths do we need to go to achieve those aims? 

b. What are the advantages and disadvantages of doing so?

11.  What are the different ways to work (more) effectively/well with the range of different groups/individuals who are interested in/involved with aquaculture? 

12. Do you have any other comments?

13. Would you like to receive a summary of the findings of this project?
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