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Understanding community and stakeholder perceptions of aquaculture

What it will do

The objective of this project is to build a critically important knowledge base about the community, specialist and cultural values of marine and coastal aquaculture.  

Aquaculture is a rapidly growing industry facing the challenge of accessing and developing marine and coastal resources that are shared between a variety of stakeholders.  

This research will underpin the long-term sustainability of aquaculture by helping government, stakeholders and communities to:  

· Understand the range of different perspectives held about aquaculture;

· Develop policies and programs that are responsive to a wide range of interests;

· Improve participation, consultation and communication processes. 

How it will work

This project involves case studies of several aquaculture regions in several States across Australia.  Data is being collected through interviews with State and Local government agency staff, aquaculture industry representatives, researchers, conservation organisations, and community members.  It is anticipated that a mail survey will be undertaken of approximately 500 households in each selected aquaculture region. 

Survey and interview data will be integrated with other information from an extensive literature review to provide:

· Baseline data about community and stakeholder attitudes towards and knowledge and beliefs about aquaculture;

· Greater understanding about the social, planning and regulatory contexts which influence those views; and 

· Areas of potential agreement among diverse stakeholders that can be built on.

Data collected from the regional case studies will be compared to identify important lessons.  Phase 1 of the project has taken place in the Eyre Peninsula region in South Australia. Phase 2 of the project focuses on the Port Phillip Bay area. Additional regions may be added to Phase 2 at a later date.

Who will do it

The Social Sciences Program of BRS, the Fisheries & Aquaculture Division of AFFA and State/Territory partners, such as Fisheries Victoria, fund the project. 

An interdisciplinary team of scientists from the BRS will undertake the project.  The team has expertise in social science research methods, environmental and natural resource management and policy, community development and aquaculture science.

Contact

Project Manager: 
Dr. Nicki Mazur  02-6272-3371

Location:

Edmund Barton Building, Core 4, Level 3, Wing 5

Postal Address:

GPO Box 858, Canberra ACT  2601

Fax number:

02-6272-4687

Email address:

nicki.mazur@brs.gov.au
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