
Port Phillip Conservation Council Inc.

President’s Report to the 23rd Annual General Meeting, 
on 22 October 2012 at the Long Beach Community Centre, Chelsea.

Over the last 12 months the PPCC Inc. Committee has been involved in a number of issues including:

 Beaumaris Conservation Society Inc’s appeal against Bayside City Council’s bicycle road extension. 
Support to Frankston Beach Association Inc. in opposing the Frankston marina proposal 

 Solomon Lew’s swimming pool on Crown land at Mt. Eliza 
 Tootgarook Wetlands proposed developments
 Beaumaris Motor Yacht Squadron Ltd’s marina expansion proposal
 Jet ski issues, including liaison with Martin Foley MLA in whose electorate a jet ski related death 

occurred last summer. 
 Support to our Member group Organization, Geelong Environment Council Inc,. on proposed housing 

developments for Geelong foreshore, and its opposition to Alcoa’s lease expansion in Anglesea 
heathlands

 Joint submissions with GEC Inc. and the Western Region Environment Centre on the proposed Bay 
West port at Point Wilson

 Campaign to oppose an Aquatic Centre on the Rosebud foreshore

And, I am pleased to report some successes, with groups on the Mornington Peninsula having had two 
victories after many years of campaigning to protect the coast. 

1. Earlier this year the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council abandoned a proposed Planning Scheme 
amendment that would have permitted Mornington Yacht Club to develop a large scale marina at 
Mother’s Beach, Mornington, and 

2. The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council has decided to purchase an inland commercial site likely to 
house the Rosebud Aquatic centre, rather than proceed with its long -term dream of locating it on the 
Rosebud foreshore.  

The Rosebud Aquatic Centre decision is particularly sweet, given the Council’s strident support for 
locating the pool on foreshore land and its denigration of anyone opposing its idea. It had lobbied hard over
many years to obtain Coastal Consent and under previous governments the Department of Sustainability 
and Environment had resisted. But the Environment Minister, Ryan Smith, recently gave consent to 
proceed.  Since then, geotechnical assessment of the foreshore site revealed ground water issues that would 
add millions of dollars to the development and maintenance costs (and that had been long predicted by 
those opposing a foreshore location). This has now led Council to purchase the inland site. 

All this makes local politicians Martin Dixon and Greg Hunt’s vigorous support for the foreshore location 
look foolish and irresponsible, as does Minister Ryan for granting coastal consent. 

Congratulations to member Member groups Organizations for their successful campaigns. However, two new 
threats have just appeared to replace these two – this time on the west coast of the Bay. 

A new report commissioned by the regional lobby group “Lead West” states that business wants Victoria’s 
second container port to be between Werribee and Geelong instead of at Hastings. The report, known as the
“Western Transport Strategy” recommends the area around Point Wilson as the preferred site.

Of course this proposal should be rejected because since 1982, the Western western Shoreline shoreline of 
Port Phillip Bay has been listed as a wetland of international significance under the Ramsar Convention, 
and is also an important habitat of the critically endangered orange-bellied parrot.

The recent decision by Patrick Stevedores, operator of the Port of Hastings, that it will close its operations 
there, confirms our belief that Victoria does not need another port now or in the future. The reason for 
Patrick’s withdrawal from Hastings is BlueScope Steel’s decision to transport all its steel from Port Kembla
in NSW to Hastings by rail rather than by ship. BlueScope’s decision confirms that rail has obvious 
advantages over shipping, even to the extent that they sold their ship (I think to the Singaporean 
government). 

http://www.ppcc.org.au/
http://www.leadwest.com.au/Resources/Publications/Reports-and-Submissions
http://www.leadwest.com.au/
http://ppcc.org.au/campaign.htm#n47
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/mps-pool-push-starts-a-wave-of-protest-in-rosebud-20111205-1ofg8.html
http://www.envirowest.org.au/
http://www.geelongenvironment.org.au/
http://www.bcs.asn.aum8_bmys_.htm/
http://www.ppcc.org.au/i_pzeliz.htm
http://www.ppcc.org.aui_mzoliv.htm/
http://www.bcs.asn.au/m8_bicyc.htm
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Notably, the case we put against channel deepening and port expansion in Port Phillip was that the billions 
of dollars spent on dredging should have been allocated to build a national rail system linking Victoria with
existing deep water ports in the north of Australia. 

The other emerging threat is at Geelong, where a developer has produced concept plans for a waterfront 
development at Eastern Beach, with a series of low rise apartment complexes built on finger piers 
stretching out from a connecting boardwalk into Corio Bay. It also includes a Convention and Exhibition 
centre, a hotel and serviced apartments.

The proposal would involve acquisition of a 1 km long by 50 metre wide strip of coastal Crown land 
between Eastern Beach and Limeburners Point and backing onto Eastern Park. The developer advises that 
“the idea is not to obstruct views from the park to the Bay”. 

In a separate proposal, the Geelong Mayor has said his Council is already working with the State 
Government to obtain a stretch of coastal land along the waterfront about 500 metres back from 
Limeburners Point to build an Exhibition and Convention centre and hotel complex beside it. So, it looks 
like our member groupMember Organization, GEC Inc,. will need support to save what’s left of Geelong’s 
coastal land and might take some advice from the successful campaigns to protect Mornington and 
Rosebud’s foreshores.  

Meanwhile, on 8 October 2012, Victoria’s Minister for Environment and Climate Change, Ryan Smith 
MLA, released a new plan to co-ordinate $1 billion of works over the next 5 years across the State’s 
waterways to improve the health of the Yarra and Port Phillip Bay. 

One stated priority is to prevent pollution and reduce litter. I recently rang the Minister’s office to ask how 
they will achieve their aim. I was advised that litter hot spots will be identified and they will form 
community partnerships to reduce litter. It appears that the bulk of the clean up work will be left to charity
and community groups, who will be able to apply for grants of up to $10,000 to support this scheme. 

I also asked whether the Minister supported container deposit legislation, and was informed that they were 
waiting on the Federal Government to make a decision.

Finally

A sincere thank you to the Committee: Janet Ablitt, Walter Grahame, Eva Welch, Adrian Cerbasi, and 
Jenny Warfe. 

And, of course thank you to all our Member Organizations, which work so hard to protect that precious 
place where the land meets the sea. 

Len Warfe
President
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http://www.ppcc.org.au/
http://www.ppcc.org.au/members.htm
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=federal+container+deposit+legislation+australia&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=victorian+minister+for+environment+and+climate+change&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a
http://www.ppcc.org.au/townhall.htm#rail

